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Elizabethtown Statewide Winner for We The People Competition 

 High school students from across 
Pennsylvania were showing off their 
civic IQs in mid February as teams 
competed in the We the People The 
Citizen & The Constitution statewide 
finals at Freedoms Foundation at Val-
ley Forge.  Six high school teams, 
Somerset, Elizabethtown, Marion Cen-
ter, Dieruff, Montoursville, and Chel-
tenham, advanced from regional com-
petition to participate in the We The 
People state finals at Freedoms Foun-
dation on Thursday, February 19, 2009.  Elizabethtown emerged as the state 
championship team and will move on to the nationals in Washington, D.C.   
 Each class functions as a team with six groups that correspond to the six 
units in the high school We The People text.  Each group presents prepared 
testimony based on questions submitted to them beforehand and then is 
asked questions by a panel of distinguished scoring judges drawn from aca-
demia and the justice system.  The students’ performance is then rated for 
participation, constitutional knowledge, depth of understanding, reasoning 
and supporting documentation.  The competition resembles a mock congres-
sional hearing, allowing students to both showcase and expand their knowl-
edge of the Constitution.  At a time when studies suggest that young people 
know far too little about their rights and responsibilities in our participatory 
democracy, this competition highlights young people who have worked to-
gether to become experts on the foundation of our freedom.  
 The finals were held in the morning with networking and an awards 
ceremony following in the afternoon, kicked off with remarks by United 
States Representative Joe Sestack.  Among the participating scoring judges 
were local and federal judges and lawyers, law school and university profes-
sors, and other law and justice and public policy professionals.   
We the People is a PennCORD Keystone Program.  
 
For more information about how to get your school involved please contact 
your PennCORD Program Coordinator, Sayeh Hormozi or Rich Redmerski. 

classes and wants you to help by participating in a focus group, giving your 
feedback, and test-driving a few lessons in your classroom.   In return, 
you will be compensated up to $1200 for your time and expenses as well as 
have the opportunity to go on an all-expense-paid trip to Los Angeles in the 
summer to participate in a conference where teachers from focus groups in 
Chicago and L.A. will join you to share their experiences. 
 We would like to hear from teachers that are currently teaching Ameri-
can Government and who anticipate teaching it again next year. Also, be 
sure to tell a friend in your department—PennCORD is looking for two teach-
ers per school. 
 This is an opportunity to take an active part in designing a curriculum 
that would benefit students in a content area where you have much exper-
tise. You don’t have to commit right away. We urge you to come to our first 
meeting on Saturday, April 25th to hear all the details and make up your 
mind. For more information, or to sign up, please refer to the recruitment 
memo and contact Sayeh Hormozi. 
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