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Civic Engagement Drives Consortium Agenda

School Spotlight:
Middletown Area MS

At Charleroi High School, a group of students organ-
ized mock interviews this year to help peers prepare
for encounters with potential employers. Another
group, at Elizabeth Forward High School, created a
walking tour—complete with a map and brochure de-
scribing historic structures—for 190 design students
visiting the town of Elizabeth as part of the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation’s 13" annual archi-
tectural design competition.

These projects evolved as part of The Future Is Mine
(TFIM), a career exploration and civic engagement
program that The Consortium for Public Education
organizes for high school students across Western

Middletown Area Middle
School students will partici-
pate in the YMCA Youth &
Government program this
year. The purpose of the
program is to bring the
workings of state govern-
ment alive to students. It is
a one-year training program
that affords students the
opportunity to discuss cur-
rent state issues with state
administrators, elected
officials, and students from
35 schools and YMCAs in the
state.

continued on page 2

Pennsylvania. The program’s emphasis on ‘real world’
experience has made it a favorite among districts,
several of which are considering it as an addition to
curriculum following the logic that it could help them
meet state standards around career awareness and
workforce readiness.

continued on page 3

Featured Civic Resource: Civic Learning Daily Blog

In an effort to reach teachers and students that may not be able to make the trip to Philly, the
education team at the National Constitution Center (NCC) continues to expand its reach beyond
the confines of the museum with its most recent endeavor: a venture into the blogosphere with
its mission-inspired blog.

The new blog provides educators with lesson ideas, conversation starters, and links to the elec-
tronic resources necessary to effectively teach current events with a constitutional connection.
This blog will become an invaluable instrument to the educator who wishes to their students to
be well-informed and to understand the relevance and daily impact the constitution has on their
lives.

Professional Development: Conference on the Judiciary for Teachers

Date:  March 6, 2009

Time: 8:30 am -3:30 pm

Where: Supreme Court Chambers, Philadelphia City Hall
Cost:  FREE

Who:  Pennsylvania K-12 teachers with an interest in
learning more about state and federal courts directly from
Pennsylvania Justices, Federal Judges and scholars.

For more information visit www.penncord.org/events

REGISTER BY MARCH 1

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.
Questions or comments? Call us at 215-409-6684.




Lesson Plan for the Month: The Exchange

On January 14" young people from Delaware, Ken-
tucky, New York State, North Dakota, Puerto Rico,
and Texas deliberated with Pennsylvania students
on the question: Is the Constitution Color-blind?

Jenay Smith from Constitution High School and Bobby
Trotman from Cheltenham High School came to the
National Constitution Center to take part in the Cen-
ter’s tri-annual series of conversations among high
school students that promotes deliberation on cur-
rent constitutional issues, which also teaches stu-
dents about the mechanics of our nation’s democ-
ratic process: understanding the Constitution, re-
searching the issues, voicing one’s opinions and find-
ing consensus with other citizens. These Pennsyl-
vania students offered excellent insights as well as
historical and contemporary context to the delibera-
tion.
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Is the U.S. Constitution color-blind?
YvES No

The high level of the conversation impressed both professor Cornell West of Prince-
ton University and Tavis Smiley the mind behind the new exhibit at the National Con-
stitution Center, America | AM: The African American Imprint. Both spoke to the
students who participated in this installment of The Exchange and expressed their
feelings about the quality of the day’s conversation, the exhibit as well as answering

the question, “Is the Constitution color-blind?”

Teachers and students can watch the video conference, download the lesson plan
and readings, start conversations about constitutional issues at The Exchange online.

School Spotlight continued from page 1

Students are given the responsibility of planning,
implementing, and leading the program’s culminat-
ing Model Legislature Conference and must learn
parliamentary procedure and the duties of elected
Pennsylvania officials. They stay up to date on cur-
rent events, to learn to voice their opinions on those
events, learn how to write a bill, vote on a bill, run
for office and vote for office. Other roles include
Supreme Court Justices who hear oral arguments
from teams of attorneys and lobbyists who learn to
influence legislation.

The program strives to develop competent and re-
sponsible citizens by providing instruction in govern-
ment, history, law, and democracy all contributing
to an increase in civic knowledge. The goal is ulti-
mately being able to teach students to be informed
and active members of their government and their
communities.

To see how your school can get involved in the pro-
gram, go to www.ymcapa.org/
YouthAndGovernment.html.

A M AddN -
FOR LAW AND SOCIETY

Susquehanna University

The Arlin M. Adams Center
for Law and Society at Sus-
quehanna University, in
collaboration with the Edu-
cation Department of the
university, is pleased to
offer a three-day summer
institute for selected Penn-
sylvania social studies
teachers. The purpose of
this institute is to provide
attending teachers with an
enhanced understanding of
the American Justice Sys-
tem, and to assist them
with the development of a
unit of study on the judicial
branch of government for
implementation during the
2009-2010 school year. The
units of study will be devel-
oped by teacher “teams” in
accordance with state and
national academic stan-
dards. Apply here.
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Civic Engagement Drives Consortium Agenda

“When kids can see a connection between
academics and the work people do every
day, whether occupationally or for their
communities, their learning takes on
more meaning and they become more
deeply engaged with school,” said
Stephen Seliy, who oversees TFIM as the
Consortium’s Associate Executive Direc-
tor. “TFIM projects require students to
learn or practice social and technical
skills they’ll need in almost any work or
civic setting.”

From a pilot program in four districts
eight years ago, TFIM has expanded to 25
districts, making the Consortium a leading
partner to PennCORD in promoting civic
engagement among students and others in
the Western half of the state. It’s a role
the Consortium welcomes because civic
responsibility is at the heart of the or-
ganization’s advocacy for public schools.
Founded in 1987 to support education in
communities hard hit by steel industry
retrenchment, the Consortium now works
with more than 50 Western Pennsylvania
districts to involve all stakeholders in
their schools in the belief that public edu-
cation is fundamental to a democratic
society.

In addition to TFIM, the Consortium cre-
ates other authentic learning experiences
for students and offers an array of initia-

continued from page 1

tives to help educators make schools
more effective. Among them are:

® [eadership Design Teams, which
bring together administrators, teachers,
other school personnel, community mem-
bers and sometimes students to inform
critical decisions affecting districts and
schools

® Middle-High Forum, which supports
teams of educators in designing, imple-
menting and evaluating ways of improving
major transitions students make, particu-
larly between the middle grades and high
school, as a means of increasing academic
performance and graduation rates

® Journey to Learn, a multi-district in-
service experience that ranks as the larg-
est in the state, with some 2,500 educa-
tors from 16 districts participating

®  Skills for Life, which helps equip stu-
dents to make healthy choices, develop
healthy relationships, manage anger and
stress and develop self-esteem

® Great Idea Grants, which encourage
classroom innovation

® [iteracy for Life, which uses a vari-
ety of programs to promote literacy from
birth

Workshop: Presidents & the Constitution, Three Fifths of All Other Persons

Date:  April 1, 2009
Time: 7:30 am to 2:30 pm
Where:

Cost:  FREE

Who:

Carnegie Mellon University, 5000 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Grade 9-12 teachers who want to increase their knowledge of America’s

Presidents and their effect on our nation.

REGISTER BY MARCH 6 at www.BillofRightsInstitute.org/ApplyOnline

want to publish your sto

ries! Recognize a school, teacher

or student, share a lesson, publicize an event. The key
ingredient is that your story promote civic teaching and learning in
Pennsylvania. Send submissions to PennCORD by clicking here.




